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Perennials are plants that grow and flower for three years or more. Most perennials die 
back to the ground each fall, but the roots remain alive to produce new foliage in the 
spring. Most perennials are low maintenance, not no maintenance. They require little 
more than basic care which includes fertilizing, mulching and weeding. 
 

• MULCHING: The application of mulch serves several purposes. It helps hold in 
moisture, reduces weeds, aids in erosion control and keeps the soil cool. Some of this 
mulch will decompose and add nutrients to the soil. Reapplication is highly recommended 
every year to continually receive the benefits listed above. When mulch is applied leave 
2-3” of space at the base of the plants, mulch placed too close to the crown can 
cause crown rot. 
 

• DEADHEADING: This means to remove the faded flowers. Deadheading encourages 
the plant to produce more flowers therefore lengthens the bloom time. Also, it improves 
the appearance of the plant and the garden in general. Remove the flower stem as far 
below the leaves as possible without cutting off buds that may bloom in the future. 
 

• PRUNING: Most perennials do not need pruning other than to remove dead leaves 
or stems on the plant and to continuously deadhead. Trailing perennials may be pruned 
back if they are crowding other plants. 
 

• DIVIDING: Although some perennials can grow in the same location for many years, 
most need to be divided at some time. Spring and early fall are the best times to 
divide. You have at least 4 years before plants would need to be divided, please call 
the office when you feel as though your plants are becoming overwhelming. 
 

• TREE AND SHRUB CARE: We recommend a tree and shrub care program to all 
customers with new and existing plantings. As we do not intentionally choose plants with 
diseases, it is part of nature that they may encounter one during the years which could 
be detrimental to their health. That is why we ask our clients to be proactive in these 
situations. 
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